conclusion is obviously not
acceptable. Knowledge is received
or discovered by the rsis, of
course, bythegraceofBhagawan.
The word rsi etymologically means
a seer (rsirdarsanat). Take the
example of Prof. Newton, who is
also a rsi in this sense. He saw an
apple falling from the tree and
immediately could go into a
superconscious state of mind
(Rtambhara prajna) in which he
could visualise with the third eye
of wisdom the truth about the
principle of gravity as an integral
part of the Order of Iswara in this
cosmos. Then afterwards, this
knowledge about gravity is known
by his name. Similarly, a number
of spiritual laws like Gayatri were
received or discovered by various
rsis and collected in the form of
Veda. Hence Vedas are described
as collections (samhitah) of eternal
truths rather than books.
Understanding the concept of
apauruseyatvam in this way raises
it from the field of belief and
conviction to that of awareness.
More significant than that is that in
this analysis Veda can be readily
understood as a pramana.

The word pramana means

a   means   of  knowledge
(pramakaranam). A rigorous
definition of this word is as follows:

pramana is a means by which we
can gain knowledge that cannot be
gained otherwise and also that is
not contradicted by other means of
knowledge. It is a sad saga of
misunderstanding of this word as
something    authentic    or
authoritative that led to a number
of distortions in the Vedic
tradition. This concept of Veda
being a pramana has to be
understood at three levels. Firstly,
in the kanna-kanda portion, Veda
reveals a number of means like
agnihotra to attain desirable ends
like svarga, etc. The connection
between.the means and ends in this
section of Veda is not directly
known otherwise and mostly
belongs to the category of adrsta.
Hence, it is dependent on the
ability of person to have sraddha
in the words of the Veda. But this
situation   should   not   be
extrapolated to the entire Veda.
Veda should not be viewed as a set
of beliefs alone. Like even eye is a
means of knowledge (pramana) for
knowing the form and color of
objects, Veda is a means of
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